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This paper discusses defi nitions that have been developed and used in the study of polycentric gover-
nance, and off ers some refi nements of those defi nitions for purposes of operationalization and applica-
tion to an empirical setting—in other words, for viewing governance arrangements through the lens of 
Polycentricity. The paper then presents a pair of cases from Berlin and Hamburg concerning the imple-
mentation of the EU Water Framework Directive, characterizing the two cases in terms of their Polycen-
tricity and comparing how they have functioned so far. Using the lens of Polycentricity helps to illuminate 
important features and distinctions of those two cases, and the eff ort to apply Polycentricity also yields 
insights about further work that needs to be done in defi ning and operationalizing the concept.



Nadine Schröder is a PhD candidate in the Environmental Governance Group at the Department of 
Resource Economics of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany. She holds a BA in East Asian Studies, 
one MSc in Integrated Natural Resource Management, and one MSc in Environmental Engineering. In her 
PhD, she is researching polycentric governance structures in the implementation processes of the EU 
Water Framework Directive (WFD) in Germany. She is analyzing whether there is a correlation between 
the organizational setting (the distribution of competencies, power, and resources among diff erent 
 decision-making centers) and the occurrence and the characteristics of coordination processes across 
sectors and borders and public participation in the planning of projects to implement the WFD (website).
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